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Abstract: Patent is not only a scientific and technical literature but also a legal document. An objective
study of patent laws in the specific provisions of the patent cited behavior around the world is a

foundation and premise for correct understanding of the patent citing behavior and the significance of
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patent citation in information science. This article translated and interpreted the provisions of the US

Patent Statute, the European Patent Statute, the Japanese Patent Statute and the Chinese Patent Statute on

the patent citing behavior. The legal function of the patent citation was clearly explained in the patent law

field for the first time. In view of the current evaluation system of patent citation information are usually

based on the "citation", this paper proposed that based on the relevant provisions of the patent citation

behavior from the patent laws, the value of the patent shall be closely related to the "application" of the

patent. The results also suggested that the research in citation behavior of patents and the corresponding

frequency of citation should be of great informational significance in the analysis and prediction of the

value of patents.
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