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Literature Review on Meta-analysis
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Abstract: This paper gives a review of meta-analysis, which has used as a method of quantitative literature
review in medical and social research. The brief history as well as the advantages of meta-analysis is introduced
in first part. The status quo of application research is reviewed from the perspective of medical,soical scienve and

information science,based on which the process of meta-analysis is proposed. Moreover, this paper concludes
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that as a method proposed to integrating existing research efficiently, meta-analysis is overlooked in information

science for some reasons, such as shortage of empirical research data, publishing bias for research with high

validity.
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