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Abstract: Articles of patent citation from SCI between 2000 and 2013 were analyzed in this paper by co-citation
and co-word analysis methods in order to explore their knowledge base and research topics. The results have

shown that four classical papers written by Jaffe Ab in 1993, Trajtenberg M in 1990, Griliches Z in 1990,Narin
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F in 1997 respectively formed the key knowledge base for patent citation field. The main research topics
concentrated on innovation, performance evaluation of industries or firms, including content of knowledge
spillovers, technology diffusion, competition advantage, etc. Distribution of keywords clusters implied that
patent study was deep research under given paradigm while lack of study on expanded paradigm. Moreover,

the results of this paper indicated that few studies focused on relationships between basic research and applied

technologies of patent citation study.
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