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Though it is a pivotal issue for inventors to determine and change the technological direction in
their inventive life, few studies have investigated the transition patterns of interest. This paper obtained the
patent classification information based on patent datasets, including 5,915,849 patents provided by USPTO
from 1976 to 2015. Then, this study measured the trajectory of interest in these inventions. It is interesting that
few of productive inventors hold the original invention field. However, their transition distance of interest is far
from broad. By contrast, unproductive inventors showed opposite characteristics. This study is helpful for our
understanding of group behaviors of inventors, which concerned policymaking and technological innovation
management.
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