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Abstract: The study of academic and political phenomenons during the Song Dynasty not only enables us to obtain a deep
understanding of the history of that period, but also helps us to understand the cultural root of China. Above all, Song elites
might be the most typical representatives of Song Dynasty, where elites played dual roles, both as scholars and politicians, we are
particularly interested in their preference, academy first or politics first? And was the preference stayed stable or changed over

time? To answer these questions, we chose social network dynamics as our research method, and elites of Song Dynasty recorded
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ANALYSIS OF ACADEMIC AND POLITICAL RELATIONAL SYSTEMS IN THE NORTHERN AND

SOUTHERN SONG DYNASTIES BASED ON SOCIAL NETWORK DYNAMICS

in China Biographical Database (CBDB) as our research objects. We created academic and political networks, and analyzed

cohesive subgroups, centrality, power-law distribution, and explained the reason from historical perspective. The results showed

that the elites from Northern Song Dynasty preferred external governance while the elites from Southern Song Dynasty preferred

Internal Sageliness. In other words, a change in the society style from Outer King to Inner Sage appeared between North Song

and South Song.

Keywords: Digital humanities; social network analysis; Song Dynasty; elites
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