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Abstract: [Purpose/Significance] Facing the new trends of ideological and cultural exchanges, blending, and confrontation
around the world, it is important to conduct in-depth exploration on hotspots and structure of international research in the field

of communication, and compare the global trend with our own country’s research strength. [Methods/Process] Based on articles
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published in top-ranked communication journals indexed in Web of Science during year 2015 to 2019, this research integrates
techniques of topic modeling, bibliometrics and natural language processing to jointly model the content and metadata of the
target corpus. After constructing a country-topic distribution matrix, we extract the regional distribution and knowledge structure
of the target area comprehensively, then reveal research hotspots and perform in-depth topic analytics. [Results/Conclusions] The
research results show that digital technology has provided great insight into communication studies and reshaped the knowledge
structure of the area in the new era. For our country, to keep exploring and developing the research in communication area, we
need to enhance the theoretical research, industry-university exchanges, subject integration and so forth. It is necessary to devel-
op future research in this area on the basis of conforming to domestic context and taking an international perspective, to jointly
concentrate on both theoretical and applied research, traditional and emerging disciplines. Finally, we promote the development
of communication research for our country.
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