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Guidelines and the Impact of Academic Journals Based on Synthetic
Control Methods
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Abstract: [Objective/Significance] Topic planning is an important factor affecting the quality of academic journals, and the
publication of topic guidelines is an important measure taken by academic journals to improve the transparency of topic planning
and clarify the scope of the call for papers and improve the quality of submissions. Quantitative study of the correlation between
topic guidelines and the impact of academic journals will not only provide a reference for the formulation and publication of topic

guidelines, but also provide a reference for journals to improve the quality of their topic planning. [Methods/Processes] Journals
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that have published selection guidelines, which can be regarded as a policy intervention for journals to strengthen themselves,

were selected as the subjects of the experiment. Synthetic control method was used to study their effects after publication, and the

changes in the compound impact factors of journals before and after the publication of selection guidelines for core and non-core

journals were quantified and tested for validity and robustness using Stata software, respectively. [Results/Conclusions] The study

found that there is a correlation between topic guidelines and journal impact, and that high-quality topic guidelines could, to a

certain extent, increase the academic impact of academic journals.
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