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Abstract: [Objective/ Significance] In this paper, a bibliometric analysis of five core journals and their cited references in the

doi:10.3772/j.issn.2095-915x.2023.01.006

field of higher education from 2012 to 2021 is carried out to reveal the research status and future trends of higher education in
China. [Methods/Processes] Use the reference analysis function of CNKI to select target journals and obtain reference information
of the target journals. The analysis of the publication years of references is used to analyze the absorption of new knowledge
in the field of higher education. The analysis of the language of references is used to understand the absorption of domestic
and foreign knowledge in the field of higher education. The analysis of the disciplinary classification to which the journals of
references belong is conducted to understand the knowledge communication between journals in the field of higher education
and the communication with journals in other discipline fields. The Brillouin index of the journals of references is calculated to
derive the current degree of discipline diversity of higher education research in China. The authors of the references are analyzed
to reveal the main contributors to the knowledge base of the field of higher education. The subject terms of the references are
extracted and analyzed to derive the focus in the field of higher education. [Limitations] For the selection of the target journals,
representative journals in the field of higher education were selected through reference analysis instead of selecting data from the
whole field of higher education. [Results /Conclusions] The data analysis reveals that the research in the field of higher education
has good academic succession in recent years; there is not enough local theoretical research on higher education in China; the
degree of disciplinary diversity in the field of higher education is not enough; The situation of high cross-fertilization in the field
of higher education has not yet been formed, and the degree of disciplinary diversity in higher education has shown a trend of
gradual strengthening in recent years; the field has formed a structure of old, middle-aged and young scholars, and these scholars
are the main contributors to the knowledge of higher education in China; the core of higher education concern is the quality of
higher education, and the hotspots of research in the field of education such as higher education are highly relevant to the national
strategy and the needs of the times.
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